
 
 

Reinvest in Illinois 
 
Please support the University of Illinois 
As an alumnus of the University of Illinois, I find the proposed budget cuts to be of real concern. My University 
relies on the state to provide it with certain resources in order to remain affordable to a wide group of students. 
Personally, I’m grateful for the quality of education I received at the U of I and the resources provided to me as a 
student. My degree has served me well since I graduated, and current students should reap the same benefits that I 
do as a UI alumnus. 
 
Proposed cuts of approximately $209 million in funding will severely damage all three UI campuses, reaching 
deeply into the University’s missions of education, research, service and economic development. The University of 
Illinois will work with Gov. Rauner and the General Assembly to develop funding approaches and regulatory 
policies that will sustain the U of I as an economic engine for the state, as well as advance the pre-eminence of the 
University’s three campuses as they work to implement their core missions—to educate, discover-and-innovate, 
provide public service, and spur economic development. 
 
Partnership needed to bring back the state and the University of Illinois:  

• The University’s activities—which are far-reaching—support the state’s public service and economic 
development goals in a wide range of ways. A budget cut of this magnitude would harm our students and 
the people of Illinois by having a severe impact on the University’s core missions of education and research.   

• Future students will experience substantial changes in the quality of education they receive, if they still 
choose to attend the U of I. Larger class sizes, a decrease in student programs and services, and a decline in 
teaching quality are all issues the University will face if massive cuts to the higher education budget are 
approved.  

• Reductions of this magnitude will damage every aspect of campus excellence—from faculty quality and 
effective instructional programs to building maintenance, services provided for Illinois citizens, and 
economic development in the state.  

• Leading faculty will leave, and promising new faculty will not join the U of I. Research dollars will diminish 
as the campuses become less competitive.  

• A sinking reputation will lower the quality of the students attracted to the University.  As the value of a 
degree erodes, each campus’s contribution to the state’s work force will shrink.  

• Reduced capacity in all major areas of University productivity will directly and negatively affect the 
experience of students, from larger classes conducted in obsolete, unmaintained classrooms to reduced 
financial aid, higher loan debt, lower graduation rates, and increased length of time needed to obtain a 
degree.  

 
Please oppose proposed cuts to the University of Illinois to protect our school and our state! 



 
 

Impact of the University of Illinois on the State of Illinois 
 

• For each dollar in direct appropriations the University of Illinois leverages over four dollars in non-state 
funding.   

• We have a total of 678,701 alumni, 378,084 living in Illinois and 74,101 in Chicago alone. 
• University-wide full time employee headcount of approximately 25,000 people state wide, and 

approximately 68,000 W2 forms per year.   
• The University of Illinois in the fall of 2014 enrolled a record enrollment of over 78,500 students enrolled 

at its three campuses and College of Medicine programs in Rockford and Peoria, and on line.  Students come 
to the three campuses from 101 Illinois counties.   

• The U of I awarded a record 20,400 bachelors, masters, doctoral, and professional degrees and certificates 
last year.  UI student are successfully finding employment.  

• In Illinois, one in three pharmacists, more than 40 percent of the dentists, and one in six physicians 
graduated from UIC.  UIC has the largest medical college enrollment in the nation, and the campus offers a 
comprehensive set of health-care colleges. 

• The UI Health enterprise at UIC is the state’s largest public healthcare provider, with over 465,000 patient 
visits at the University’ hospital and clinics in FY 2013.  The University will provide an estimated $40.6 
million in uncompensated care this year.   

• The University supports public safety programs in the state through the Fire Services Institute, which 
provided 65,695 fire fighter training enrollments last year, and the Police Training Institute, which had 
enrollments of 820 last year.   

• The University of Illinois now provides more need based financial aid to its students than the state of 
Illinois does through the MAP program, or the federal government does through the Pell program. 

• The University of Illinois was designated an “Innovation and Economic Prosperity” University by the 
Association of Public & Land-grant Universities (APLU) for its role in advancing the economic well-being 
of the state, region, and nation. 

• In FY 2013, UIC received $218 million in state support but added over $4 billion to the Illinois economy – 
a ratio of 18 to 1. 

• More than 1 ½ million Illinois residents take part in Illinois Extension programs each year, including 
nearly 200,000 who participate in 4-H youth programs. Communities are directly served by Extension staff 
in 27 units located throughout Illinois. 

 


